
A Philatelic Review of Switzerland’s Seven
Centuries of Warrior History

VOL.XLIX, NUMBER 5

September 2023
American Helvetia
Philatelic Society

Switzerland’s Seven Centuries of Warrior History by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 1
President’s Message by Steven Opheim 4
Postage Terms - ”Lexikon" by Giovanni Balimann, CPhH/AIJP 5
Spotlight on Group 104 Date Stamps (Fingerhutstempel) by Bernard Lachat 6
Postage Stamps and Postal System in the Principality

of Liechtenstein in the 20th Century by Hansruedi Keller 8
New Books: “Types of Franking Vol 1&2” by Giovanni Balimann

“1939 Landi National Exhibition Vol 2&3” by Richard Hall 12
APS Award to George Struble 13
Matterhorn Meanderings by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 17
Auction #187 by Gerry Diamond 19

C
o
n
te
n
ts

by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H.

Figure 1. This 1965 cover bears a pictorial postmark
recognizing the 650th anniversary of the Battle of Morgarten.
The envelope’s cachet (the decorative illustration on the left
side of the envelope) vividly depicts the battle.

Today we think of Swit-
zerland as a peaceful, neu-
tral country minding its
own business in the center
of Europe.

However, this was not
always true.

During its more than
700 years of existence,
Switzerland has had to
fight for its independence
and territory. And the
Swiss were one of the most
feared mercenaries in the
15th and 16th centuries.

So why has our percep-
tion changed? To answer
that question, we need to
look back into Swiss history by exploring Swiss
stamps commemorating famous battles.

After the foundation of the confederation in 1291
with the creation of the League of the Three Forest Cantons (Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden), the House of
Habsburg sought control of the area around the Gotthard Pass, the shortest route into Italy. The League had
been granted local autonomy within the Holy Roman Empire and thus controlled that region.

People from Schwyz had been settling on land controlled by the Einsiedeln Abbey, which had protection
from the Habsburgs. The abbot complained to the bishop in Constance, Switzerland, who moved to
excommunicate the Schwyzers. To avenge this action, the Schwyzers raided the abbey on Jan. 6, 1314. This
resulted in the bishop extending the excommunication to the people of Uri and Unterwalden.

To quell this rebellion, in November 1315 the Habsburg Duke Leopold I of Austria led a large army of
around 2,500 well-equipped knights into Schwyz, where they faced a group of farmers and herdsmen from
Schwyz, as well as 600 men from Uri and Unterwalden in support of their fellow confederates.

Warned that the duke’s forces were headed for Morgarten, the confederates ambushed the column of
invaders by scaring the knight’s horses by throwing rocks from the slopes above and then attacking the
knights with halberds (two-handed pole weapons).

Figure 2. Leopold I of
Austria and William
Tell are pictured on
this Swiss 40-centime
Pro Juventute semi-
postal stamp issued in
1921. Leopold I at left,
and Tell on right.

STAMPS VIVIDLY DOCUMENT HOW SWITZERLAND HAS HAD TO
FIGHT FOR ITS INDEPENDENCE AND TERRITORY OVER MORE
THAN SEVEN CENTURIES.



Collectors of Group 104 Swiss cancels (Finger-
hut) have long had many questions about these date
stamps: What shapes do they have? How did the
numeral mechanism work? Who made them? And so
on.

As far as we know, there are no publications
showing what these stamps look like or how the
moving parts are used. Nor is there any trace of
them in Güller's books. The recent classification and
collection of date stamps and other stamps at the
Museum for Communication in Berne has finally
answered some of these questions.

The Collection of the Museum of
Communication in Bern

The collection comprises several thousand
cancelers from all periods, labelled and stored in
drawers (Figure 1). Unfortunately, there are very
few Group 104 date stamps - around twenty at most,
out of the 700 or so different localities listed in our
database to date. Clearly, not all the letter carriers
of the time returned their cancelers, or the district
administrations did not forward these items in
return. No one knows.
Description

Group 104 date
stamps are shown in
Figures 2 and 3.

A metal sleeve is
inserted into a
wooden handle. Its
free end bears:
– a fixed crown, with
the name of the
locality (top) and one
of the usual marks of
the sub-groups of
group 104 (Figure 4).
The fixed crown and
metal parts are made
of brass (Figure 5); – a

cavity (Figure 4) into
which the lettering is
inserted (Figures 6
and 7). These are
made from a lead-
based alloy and
feature a geometry
adapted to the
positioning: two seg-
ments of a circle for
the top (day in
figures) and bottom
(year in figures) and
a median part with
long parallel edges
and rounded ends
(month in letters);
– a threaded chuck-
type clamping ring
with grooves for
better finger grip
(Figure 8). Once the
moving parts have
been inserted into
the cavity, the ring is
screwed on and the
parts are clamped
and locked in the
sleeve.
Moving Parts

The end result of
this operation is the
r e a d y - t o - c a n c e l
device we know from
postage stamps or
postal documents (Figure 9).

The diameter of group 104 date stamps, taken
from the outer crown, is 18-20 mm. The width of the
fixed crown ribbon is approximately 4 mm, i.e. - 8
mm on the total diameter. The 3 moving parts in the
center together measure -11 mm in diameter. Each

Figure 1: A small part of the canceler collection at the
Museum of Communication, Bern.
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Spotlight on Group 104 Date Stamps
(Fingerhutstempel)

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) 2023 No. 5-6.
It is reprinted here with the gracious permission of SBZ and the author.

by Bernard Lachat

Introduction

Figure 2. General view of a
Group 104 date stamp, with its
Museum label number.

Figure 3. Main components of the date stamp.
Metal type holder, Ergonomic wooden handle
Clamping ring (mandrel) for character attachment

Figure 4. La Cibourg, fixed crown
and font cavity.

Figure 5. Grono, fixed crown,
cleaned, showing brass
construction.
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of the 3 parts is
therefore very small
and difficult to
operate, especially at
a time when electric
light had not yet been
installed.

Figures 10 and 11
show that the moving
parts are not always
aligned with the fixed
crown. Indeed, these
small moving parts
are not easy to
handle. It is also
possible that, with
the wear and tear of

the clamping mech-
anism, which is used
every day (!), only
certain eccentric posi-
tions could hold the
printing elements
firmly in place.

Because of the
shape of the moving
elements, only the
central part could be
inverted, giving an
inverted month (Fig-
ure 10). The semi-
circular "day" and
"year" elements could not be confused. In fact, these
date stamps, which appeared from late 1852 to the
1890s, could only bear blocks with 2 digits between
52 and 90 in the lower part, quite different from the
day digits from 1 to 31. However, when a stamp
presented a problem, either mechanical or due to the
loss of a date, the clerk could demonstrate his
ingenuity by using the same group of elements for
both parts (figure 12). It's therefore easy to
understand why certain some-what bizarre set-ups
may have existed, as shown in figures 10, 11 and 12.

Quite apart from the possible odd positioning of the
moving part, there are also very dirty, badly cleaned
stamps, which have produced almost illegible
cancellations on postal documents (Figure 13).

Discoveries
Despite the

small number of
date stamps from
Swiss cancellation
group 104 in the
Musée de la Com-
munication's collect-
ions, they are well
preserved. And, in
this small batch,
two stamps caught
our attention.

The first is
GRANDFONTAINE
(Figure 14), the only
Jura stamp discov-
ered in the drawers.
This is one of the
most interesting
and curious stamps.
It does, however,
pose a number of
problems. If we rely
on the elements of
the movable part,
we read: 4 APR. 64
corresponds to a
cachet from group
104, sub-group I,
type 2. However, for
the Jura cancels of
those years, there
are only months in
French. Secondly,
there are no known
GRANDFONTAINE
cancellations of this
type between 1860
and 1875. The only
known cancellations
for this locality
begin in February
1876 and continue
until 1879, and are
of a different type.

The last special
case is ANGLIKON.
According to the
publication "Post-
s t e l l e n c h r o n i k
Schweiz" (Gebert &
Vogt, 2022), an
ANGLIKON linear
post-mark existed
from 01.01.1853, fol-
lowed by a circular

Figure 6. Loose lead alloy elements
used to compose the date on group
104 stamps. Originally, these ele-
ments were stored in boxes to facil-
itate organization of the various
parts, unfortunately no longer
available.

Figure 7. Example of assembly of the 3 date components,
before insertion into the sleeve. Note the extra width at the base
of the characters, a stop, allowing adjustment and preventing
the moving parts from slipping out of the stamp.

Figure 8. Detail of the grooved
clamping ring for clamping the date
elements.

Figure 9. Once the movable
elements have been inserted into
the cavity and secured with the
clamping ring, the date stamp is
ready for use.

Figure 10: Image of figure 9,
computer-inverted, to show what
the cancellation would have
produced. It can be seen that it
wasn't always easy to insert the
characters in the right direction,
which produced many group 104
cancellations with defects and
inversions.

Figure 11. Computer-inverted
image of a postmark, showing a
date without axial alignment within
the crown.

Figure 12. Obliterations where the postmaster has used the
same character group for the upper and lower parts.
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postmark from 01.01.1876. However, it would appear
that a group 104 date stamp existed for this locality
(Figure 15) and, if the movable elements installed on
the stamp are original, the period of use would be in
the 1860s. However, as no philatelic document
cancelled with the Group 104 ANGLIKON device is
known to exist, it is possible that this canceler was
never delivered, or that moving parts of some kind
were mounted on this stamp for demonstration
purposes.

Finally, what answer can we give to the question:
who made the Group 104 stamps? For the moment,
we don't know. No records have been found. On the
metal or wooden parts of these date stamps, no
hallmarks or manufacturing marks are visible.

In any case, the author would be very interested
to know if any philatelists know of documents with
Group 104 cancellations bearing the localities of
GRANDFONTAINE and ANGLIKON. ✚
bernard.lachat@bluewin.ch

Figure 14. Stamp from GRAND-
FONTAINE, Jura, known used on
only 7 documents.

Figure 13. Example of a date
stamp where the date is totally
illegible due to soiling of the
characters (EPTINGEN - DEC -).

Figure 15. Cachet from ANGLIKON, not
known on any document to date.

Postage Stamps and Postal System
in the Principality of Liechtenstein in the 20th Century

This article was published in
the SBZ, No 9, 2021, pages
325-329. It is reprinted here
with the gracious permission
of SBZ and the author. The
translation is by www.deepL
.com, monitored by Richard
Hall.

by Hansruedi Keller

Fig. 1 Card with MiNr. 144 from Schaan FL to Lucerne.
Postage 10 Heller (Switzerland was a foreign country).

Fig. 2 Left: Master copy of the first draft. Right:
definitive 5-Heller stamp of the 1st issue BKL. No. lx.

Postage stamps and
postal services have had
an eventful history in our
eastern neighboring coun-
try, the Principality of
Liechtenstein, in the 20th
century. In the following, I
would like to briefly dis-
cuss the most important
six periods.

Introduction
Since ancient times,

the area of today's Princi-
pality of Liechtenstein has
been a transit area for
north-south traffic. A pop-
ular route led from Milan
over the Splügen Pass to
Augsburg. Since 1921
Liechtenstein has been a
constitutional hereditary
monarchy on a democratic
parliamentary basis.

Use of Austrian stamps
Until 31.1.1912.

On 1 June 1850 the
first stamps were issued
in the territory of the
Royal Imperial Austrian
Postal Administration.
Based on an agreement of
1817, they were also used
in the Principality of
Liechtenstein. (Fig. 1)

Liechtenstein stamps
in Austrian currency
1.2.1912 to 1919.

In 1907, the Liechten-
stein postmasters submit-
ted a proposal to the
government to issue their
own stamps in order to
create the basis for fair
remuneration of postal
employees from the pro-
ceeds. In the same year,
the Diet requested the
High Princely Govern-
ment to enter into talks
for a new state treaty with
the aim of issuing Liech-
tenstein's own stamps.


